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Winter Newsletter December 2021 
 

Ysgol Penyffordd 
To inspire a love of learning, now and forever. 

Website: www.ysgolpenyffordd.org   

Telephone: 01244 547214 

  

 

 

Dear Parents,  

What a busy few weeks we have coming up before we finish for the 

Christmas Break on Tuesday 21st December.  

The children are practicing for their class concerts, which will be 

recorded and shared with you. It is so lovely to be able to hear them 

singing again.  This week we have a planned junior trip and an infant 

trip. The Juniors are going to watch the pantomime in Theatr Clwyd, 

whilst the Infants are going to watch a film in Cineworld Broughton. 

The children are also taking part in a sponsored Festive Fun Run 

arranged by FOPS. Next week we have Christmas dinner, which will be 

available to all children from Reception up to Year 6.  

The children have worked so hard this term and deserves a well-

earned rest over the festive period. I wish you all a very happy 

Christmas and a healthy New Year.  

 

Mrs J Mulvey 

Headteacher 

 

 

 
 

Attendance 

If your child is poorly or is, 

absent from school, contact the 

school office & leave a message 

on our answer machine by 8.55am 

to report the reason for the 

absence. Thank you 

Parking  

Thank you for parking safely and 

being respectful and considerate 

to our neighbours and each 

other. We appreciate this has 

been quite challenging over the 

past few weeks with the 

resurfacing of Abbot’s Lane.  

Face Masks 

We would like to remind you 

especially with recent news of the 

Omicron variant of COVID 19 that 

masks must be worn at all times 

when on school site to help keep 

everyone as safe as possible.  

Thank you.  
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What Have We Been Up To? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch 

All children from Reception up to Year 

6 are invited to have Christmas dinner 

on Wednesday 15th December at a cost 

of £2.30. There is no need to pre –

order if your child has not had a 

school dinner before, as they are 

ordered by the child in class on the 

day. 

However, we would like to remind you 

that all school dinners should be paid 

for in advance; therefore, there should 

not be any dinner debt at the end of the 

week. We appreciate December can be 

an expensive month but if you are 

struggling to repay the debt, please 

contact the school office on 01244 

547214. 

If you think you may be entitled to free 

school, meals please check Flintshire 

County Council’s website: 

https://secure.flintshire.gov.uk/Benefits 

or call 01352 704848. 

 

 

 

 

School Council 

Members of School Council have been having meetings 

during lunchtime. We have been very impressed by the 

maturity and conduct of the children as although staff 

attend, pupils have run and organised the meetings 

themselves. Most recently, they have been discussing 

and deciding what items they would like to have for play 

and lunch times within a set budget. We are sure they 

will enjoy all the craft activities. Da iawn pawb! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pantomime  

All junior children are visiting Theatr Clwyd this 

week to watch the popular rock n roll panto, which 

this year is Beauty & the Beast. They are allowed 

to bring a small bag of sweets, but no chocolate 

please and their water bottle. They are watching 

the morning performance so will be back in school 

in time for lunch. 

 

Remembrance Day 

Thank you for supporting the Royal British Legion Poppy 

Appeal in school this year.  We have received a note of 

thanks from them advising that a sum of £207.53 was raised. 

The children marked this sombre occasion with a 2-minute 

silence in their classes  

 

Cinema  

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children are visiting 

Cineworld in Broughton to watch the new film 

Encanto. During the visit, the children will have a 

small Munchbox, which includes popcorn, a 

Robinsons Fruit Shoot and Milky Way Stars.  

 

 

 

 

https://secure.flintshire.gov.uk/Benefits%20or%20call%2001352%20704848
https://secure.flintshire.gov.uk/Benefits%20or%20call%2001352%20704848
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News from Governing Body  

It is a pleasure to write to you as the newly elected Vice Chair of governors. My working life has been 

devoted to education and I assure you of my commitment to Ysgol Penyffordd. 

 

We were able to hold our second meeting of the Autumn Term face to face. This once again provided 

us with the opportunity to meet in a ‘near normal’ situation.  At the start of the meeting, we met in the 

three groups, which are focussing on the development priorities for the coming year. These are 

Leadership and Management, Wellbeing, and Teaching and Learning. Governors have also continued 

with their involvement in school improvement by attending meetings with staff. 

 

Several governors have started to visit the school during the school day. During these visits, governors 

can experience first-hand the work on the school. They can talk to children about their work, 

experience the atmosphere in the school and get to know the staff. 

 

As we approach the end of 2021, the governors would like to thank the Headteacher staff and children 

for their hard work during what continues to be a very uncertain time.   

 

We very much appreciate the way in which you support the Headteacher and staff. Thank you for your 

understanding and commitment. 

 

On behalf of the Governing Body, I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a healthy 

New Year. 

 

Stay safe. 

 

Glenys Nethercott 

Vice Chair of Governors 
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Parents’ Evenings  

We hope you found the information 

shared with you about your child’s 

progress at Parents Evening useful. 

The children’s needs are assessed and 

reviewed regularly by their class 

teacher and Mrs Mulvey. 

If you have any concerns regarding 

your child, please contact their teacher. 

Good News!  

We are delighted to be able to share with you that we are the first primary school in Flintshire to apply for 

School of Sanctuary. School of Sanctuary is a growing network that supports young people seeking sanctuary in 

the UK, creating a culture of welcome and inclusion whilst raising awareness of the issues faced by refugees 

and asylum seekers. We are very proud of the work the children have completed on this topic this term. 

FOPS Festive Fun Run 

All the children will be taking part in this fun event this week. FOPS have 

provided Christmas hats for all of the children. A medal once completed 

will also present each child. This is a FOPS fund raising event. Sponsor 

forms have been sent home, if you require another form, please contact 

the school office. 

 

Inset Days 6 & 7 January 2022 

We are continuing to develop our outdoor areas to create new learning experiences for the children. It is planned during the two inset 

days in January for staff to enhance the areas that we currently have further. In addition, in the front of the school we are looking to 

create another outdoor area for the children to use. We are currently in progress of making the area secure and safe.  

We have noticed the positive impact of outdoor learning with pupils and it has had a tremendous effect on their mental well-being too. 

Having seen the impact of lockdowns and being restricted by COVID regulations it is paramount to utilise the available space and 

develop our outdoor areas. Whilst using the outdoor facilities, the children have a sense of freedom without being restricted within a 

classroom. Outdoor learning has such a positive impact on their health, well-being, emotional, cognitive, social and physical 

development, whilst also developing communication skills, personal skills and team building skills.    
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Virtual Visit by Maddie Moate – Children’s Author  & Nick Sharratt  

Children from Lower Juniors had the opportunity to virtually meet children’s authors, Maddie Moate and Nick 

Sharratt. In addition to writing books, Maddie is a BAFTA winning presenter and You Tuber. She is passionate 

about curiosity and inspiring children with the wonders of the world. You may have seen her on CBeebies 

presenting ‘Maddie’s Do You Know?’ 

Nick is a well known children’s book illustrator; having worked with Jacqueline Wilson, Jeremy Strong and Julia 

Donaldson. The children have loved the experience, which we are planning to repeat over the coming weeks 

with different authors.  

Junior Fruit Bag Snacks 

The Junior children are enjoying the fruit 

bag snacks this term. The bags are 

prepared fresh each day in the kitchen 

by Mrs Blackman and contain a variety 

of pieces of fruit. They cost 30p per day, 

which is payable and ordered each half 

term through the School Gateway.  You 

will be able to pay and request this for 

next term before we break up. 

Harvest Festival – Thank you! 

Thank you for helping us to support Flintshire Foodbank again 

this year to celebrate the harvest festival. They were 

extremely grateful to receive all of your kind donations, which 

will make a huge difference to many families within our 

community. 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child – Thank you  

Thank you to everyone who filled and decorated a shoebox for 

Operation Christmas Child. We received 30 boxes, which have 

been passed on that will bring festive cheer to a child this 

Christmas.  

Since 1990, more than 186 million children in over 160 

countries have received the shoebox gifts through Operation 

Christmas Child.  

 

Thank you FOPS 

We are very thankful for the FOPS 

donation of £100.00 per class to provide 

new books in each classroom for the 

children to read. Thank you to the 

committee who work extremely hard and 

for everyone for supporting the FOPS 

events. We are extremely grateful.   
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Betty Campbell Award 

As you may be aware, Betty Campbell MBE was a well-known community 

activist who became Wales’ first black Headteacher. She was awarded an 

MBE for services to education and community life. She faced many barriers 

in her career but became inspirational in following her dreams of raising 

awareness of racism and better educate her community on issues of racial 

equality.  

The Betty Campbell award was created to recognise schools that go above 

and beyond and are innovators in increasing awareness and understanding 

in racial equality. We are delighted to be recognised and have been asked to 

submit an application for this prestigious award in recognition of the work 

the children have been doing on refugees. We have bought new books 

which have inspired the children with their stories, poetry and newspaper 

articles. Currently Juniors are working on a welcome pack for a children 

coming into school. The teachers and I have been astonished by their 

empathy and the quality of their work, which has been truly outstanding.  

Tempest School Photos  

Thank you to everybody who ordered their child’s 

individual/sibling photo. The photographs will be sent home 

as soon as they are received in school.  

 

School Emergency Contact Details  

Please ensure we have your correct 

contact details held in school if you have 

a new mobile number or move house so 

we are able to contact you in the case of 

an emergency or if your child is unwell.  

 

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD SHOWS SYMPTOMS OF COVID 

 If your child shows any of the Covid symptoms (a new continuous cough, a high temp or loss of 

taste or smell), please keep them off school and arrange a Covid test for them ASAP. The nearest 

test centre is Deeside Industrial Park, Tenth Avenue, Deeside, CH5 2UA. Please ring 0300 303 2713 

to book a test or visit the website below to find other locations of test centres or order a home testing 

kit: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-tocheck-if-

you-have-coronavirus/  

Once we receive notification of a positive covid case, we will inform the parents of the respective 

class by email, advising them to arrange a PCR test for their child. We have been notified of a few 

cases last week where children have been asymptomatic. Please help us to keep everyone in our 

community safe. Thank you. 

IF THE TEST IS POSITIVE PLEASE INFORM SCHOOL ASAP.  

Staff are continuing to undertake twice-weekly lateral flow tests. 

 

 School Defibrillator 

A huge thank you to Jack’s Mum who has very 

kindly offered to fund a school defibrillator. We 

are hoping to have it installed next term. Watch 

this space for further details.   
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A message from Friends of Penyffordd School 

 

It is a very busy month for FOPS events! We are always looking for helpers, so please get in touch on Facebook or by email 
(fopscommittee@gmail.com) if you have any time to spare. 

 

 
 
We hope the children have enjoyed the festive fun runs this week! Thank you to everyone who took part and sponsored. 
 
A particularly big thank you to the organisers of Chester Marathon who donated the medals and hats. They are also always 
looking for volunteers for their events; if anyone is interested in supporting them please see their Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterMarathon/ 

 

 
 
Tickets for the Winter Prize Draw are on sale from 10th December for £1 per entry. After the success of our previous two draws, 
we will be using the Rocketfund platform again with online only non-contact payment: 
 
https://www.rocketfund.org/fops-winter-fundraising-prize-draw-2021 
 
We have lots of lovely prizes already from ever-supportive local businesses, and the next event will only add to the list. The draw 
will take place on Monday 20th December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChesterMarathon/
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A message from Friends of Penyffordd School - Contd 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow non-uniform day: Thursday 16th December  

We ask that each class wear at least 1 item that is the class colour and brings in a donation for rainbow hampers that 

matches that colour (these can be edible or non-edible, but must have long shelf lives). These rainbow hampers will form 

some of the prizes in the Winter Prize Draw. A class-specific flyer will be sent home with your child soon containing more 

information and some ideas of what you may like to donate (these are just suggestions).

 

 

🎁CHRISTMAS GIFTS🎁 

This year FOPS will be giving each class £100 for Christmas! With this money, the staff and children will be choosing 

some special books that will be just for their class. These books will be specially chosen by them and will stay in the 

classroom for the use of that class (unless they choose to be very kind and share). 

For the individual Christmas gifts we are aiming to reduce the amount of plastic we send home this year, so will not be 

sending home selection boxes. However, we are working on an exciting gift for each child. Therefore, please could you 

ensure all allergy information is up-to-date with school. 

As always, we thank you for your continued support. Please follow Friends of Penyffordd School on Facebook for the most 

up-to-date information. 

Merry Christmas! 

The FOPS Committee 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

December 2021

15th December School Christmas Dinner  

21st December Break up for the End of Term  

January 2022

6th & 7th 

January 

Inset Days  

10th January School re-opens for Children  

February 2022

And finally but very importantly a few notes of ‘Thanks’. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the children for the superb effort 

they have given to our topic on Refugees this term. Their work has been 

outstanding and they have shown real empathy in their approach. They should be 

extremely proud of themselves and their achievements this term.  

Thank you to yourselves as parents too, we appreciate the challenges this term has 

thrown at us all and we are very grateful for your co-operation, especially taking 

children for PCR tests when we have received notification of a positive case of 

Covid within a class.  

Finally, as the end of this term rapidly approaches, I would like to wish you and 

your family a peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year.   
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18th February Closing date for Completed 

New Nursery (September 

2022) Forms 

 

18th February  Break Up for Half Term   

  

28th February School Re-opens  

 

 

 

 
 
 

    Timetable for admissions for school 

       Please use the following link to complete the admission form by the relevant closing dates: 

       https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/School-Admissions.aspx 

 

Admission  

Phase 

Admission 

 forms  

available to 

 parents w/c 

Parents’  

consideration 

 period 

Closing date  

for receipt 

of completed 

forms 

Allocation  

 period  

by local authority 

Parents  

informed 

 by (“Offer date”) 

          Secondary  06/09/21 06/09/21 - 

05/11/21 

05/11/21 08/11/21 - 07/01/22 01/03/22 

           Reception  27/09/21 27/09/21 - 

19/11/21 

19/11/21 22/11/21 - 25/02/22 19/04/22 

           Nursery 27/09/21 27/09/21 - 

18/02/22 

18/02/21 21/02/22 - 25/03/22 06/05/22 

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/School-Admissions.aspx
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SCHOOL TERM DATES & TRAINING DAYS 2021- 2022 
 
 

 Autumn Term 2021  

   

Training Day Wednesday 1st September 

School Opens Thursday 2nd September 

School Closes (Half Term) Friday 22nd October 

School Opens Monday 1st November 

School Closes Wednesday 22nd December 

 Spring Term 2022  

Training Day Thursday 6th January 

Training Day Friday 7th January 

School Opens Monday 10th January 

School Closes (Half Term) Friday 18th  February 

School Opens Monday  28th February 

School Closes (Easter) Friday  8th April 

 Summer Term 2022  

School Opens Monday 25th April 

School Closed (May Day) Monday 2nd May 

School Closes Friday 27th May 

School Opens Monday 6th June 

School Closes Friday 15th July 

Training Day Monday  18th July 

Training Day Tuesday 19th July 

Training Day Wednesday 20th July 

 
  

 


