Spring 2 Newsletter March 2022

Ysgol Penyffordd
To inspire a love of learning, now and forever.
Website: www.ysgolpenyffordd.org
Telephone: 01244 547214

Dear Parents,
Another half term has passed and I cannot believe we are already
half way through the academic year. It is lovely that we are arriving
and leaving in daylight again. Last term did provide some challenges
for us with some staff and pupils out with COVID. Thank you for your
support; we have tried at all costs to keep classes running smoothly.
I am hoping we can look ahead this term with a greater sense of
positivity and normality. We are delighted to be able to invite you
back in to school later this term for Parents’ Evening having previously
completed them on-line as we transition out of Covid restrictions.

Attendance
We are currently reviewing pupil
attendance figures. We
appreciate it has been a
challenging year with the
continuation of Covid; however
our current attendance rate for
the school is 92.8%, which we
would expect to be 95% to 96%. If
your child’s attendance is below
85%, we will be in contact if there
is no apparent reason for the
absences and may have to refer
the details to Educational
Welfare. As we ease out of
restrictions, it is important for
children to remain in school
where possible. Thank you for
your support.
Punctuality

from an exploration.

Although this has improved
slightly, there are still several
children arriving late for school.
Please make every effort to
ensure your child is in school no
later than 8.55am. Thank-you

We hope you enjoy reading our school newsletter; it is full of

Contact Details

This term our overarching theme is heroes / inspirational people. We
have met many people from the emergency services and been lucky
enough to meet with an Antarctic explorer, having recently returned

interesting information about what is going on in school and includes
useful dates for your diary. If you require any further information
about any of the items, please contact the school.
Mrs J Mulvey
Headteacher

Please ensure we have your
correct contact details in school
just in case we need to contact
you in an emergency and to keep
you updated with school news
and information.
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What Have We Been Up To?

School Council
The school council have met this term and they are looking
forward to the opportunity of meeting people from the
Senedd in Cardiff.
The group were a little disheartened though by the lack of
respect unfortunately shown by some children with regard to
the craft box. Members of the School Council had created the
craft box last term having budgeted and decided upon what
items they wanted to include for play and lunch times. They
have now have a set of rules to encourage respectful use.
They have also chosen to develop the library.

.Criw Cymraeg:
Members from Criw Cymraeg have
been pitching their ideas – Dragons Den
style – to encourage, support and
develop incidental Welsh throughout
school. Some of the ideas were very
creative and innovative which we are
hoping to implement in the next few
weeks.

The Athrwess Bro from the Welsh
Advisory Service were so impressed by
the children’s ideas that they have
decided to double the prize money to
£1200.00.

Eco-School Council

Let us know when:






There has been change of contact details; please
make sure that the Office has the details so that we
can update our contact systems. Also if you have any
changes to your address or email details. Thank you.
Changes in medical needs: Has your child been
recently diagnosed with anything that school should
know about? Are they now Asthmatic and require an
Asthma Care Plan? All these things school should be
aware of. If your child requires medication a form
must be completed before school can administer
anything
Changes in circumstances: If you feel there has been
a change within the family, which you think, could
affect your child and we should be aware of. By us
knowing, this helps us to monitor your child and help
if required.

This term our Eco school council have
been busy on a litter pick around the
school perimeter. They were quite
surprised at the amount they managed
to collect but were happy that they
were able to dispose and recycle it in
the correct manner.

Good News!
As a school, we have been asked by Dave
Edwards from GwE to share good practice of our
planning and preparation of the new curriculum
with other schools. In addition, our good practice
and innovation demonstrated has been brought to
the attention of Jeremy Miles, the Minister for
Education within Wales.
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News from Governing Body
There have been two governors’ meetings this term. The first, in January, was held on Zoom as we were once again
experiencing quite high rates of Covid. However, the second meeting in March was held in school as the situation had
improved. It is always much better to meet in person and at the start of the meeting we once again met in our three
groups, focussing on the development priorities for the school.
Governors have visited the school to observe and interact with the children and to attend meetings with staff and the
local authority advisor. This month we will be spending two afternoons in school visiting all classrooms.
This term the Headteacher and governors have updated the Governor Induction Policy, which is designed to support new
governors when they are elected. Governors have also been involved in updating the school Safeguarding Policy.
Once again, the governors would like to thank the Headteacher, staff and children for their continued hard work and to
thank you for your support of Ysgol Penyffordd.
Best wishes
Glenys Nethercott
Vice Chair of Governors

World Book Day

Reading at Home

It was lovely to celebrate the 25th anniversary of World Book Day in the classes on Thursday 3rd March. There were many planned
activities to promote a love of reading which the children thoroughly enjoyed, including receiving a first edition of a brand new book
in Miss Crompton’s class. We continue to work hard on promoting the love of reading across our school community and hope you
enjoyed taking part in the sponsored reading challenge over half term that was arranged by FOPS.
Reading with your child at home for as little as 10 minutes per day, will help your child in all areas of their education. Research has
shown that reading on a daily basis promotes the development and understanding of vocabulary. This will help your child build their
own vocabulary and improve their understanding when they listen to stories, which is vital as they start to read.
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Refugees Kindness
We continue to be immensely proud of the work the children completed on Refugees last term and the empathy and
understanding they are currently showing in respect of the situation affecting the Ukraine. Following fundraising events by
the Upper Juniors, we have been able to present the charity Refugee Kindness with £110.00. Thank you for helping us to
support this worthy cause.

Harry Potter Events

School Dinners
We would like to remind you that all school
dinners should be paid for in advance; therefore,
there should not be any dinner debt at the end of
the week.
If you think you may be entitled to free school,
meals please check Flintshire County Council’s
website:
https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Coun
cil-Tax-and-Benefits-and-Grants/Free-SchoolMeals-and-Uniform-Grants.aspx

The children thoroughly enjoyed our Harry Potter evenings, which were a great
success. Thank you to Mrs Foley for organising and the staff that volunteered to
stay after school. We have already raised over £70 for the charity Lumos from
our #HarryPotterBookNight events! If you would still like to donate, here is the
link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/harrypotter2022penyffordd …

Thank you FOPS!
We would like to thank FOPS for their generous donations of £1200 for
books and an additional £10,000 that is being used to help fund new books
for the classrooms and to develop our outdoor areas. This would not be
possible without the dedication of the FOPS team for organising a variety
of functions and events during the school year or without your help in
supporting these activities. We are very grateful – Thank you!
FOPS are also keen to welcome new volunteers, please email or message
them on Facebook if you are able to help.
Many thanks also to the ladies who arranged the gifts for Mother’s day and
came into school last week.

Staff News
Mrs King has made a welcomed
return back to school this term
after having been on sick leave
for two years. During her phased
return, Mrs King will be
supporting children with their
basic skills. It is fabulous to have
her back looking so well.
Welcome back Mrs King.
Mrs Crawshaw will be returning
to work after Easter. We are
looking forward to seeing her and
thank Miss Coleclough for all her
hard work with the class.
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Ukraine Donations
We continue to be saddened by the current events in Ukraine and understand that this may be causing children to feel
worried or upset.
If your child is feeling upset about news coverage and the unfolding events, we recommend the following links to support you.
Advice if you're upset by the news - CBBC Newsround Coping with Traumatic
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002?scrlybrkr=1a9fffc0
News Family Education: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-23/illustrated-guide-coping-traumaticnews/5985104?nw=0&r=HtmlFragment
Talking about Traumatic Events: https://www.familyeducation.com/life/wars/talking-children-about-war-violence-world
We are in the process of becoming a School of Sanctuary and we would like to continue to support refugees facing this
terrible crisis. This has included accepting donations for the Ukraine and children wearing their own clothes for a £1.00
donation – This raised a massive £331.41, which will be given to Refugee Kindness. We were incredibly humbled by your
kindness in response to the appeal for donations – thank you.

Pancake Day
To celebrate Shrove Tuesday, our Foundation
children had great fun making and eating pancakes.
This is a Christian tradition to use up all the
cupboard’s staple ingredients before heading into a
period of fasting during Lent

Parents Evenings
Our Parents Evenings for children from Reception to Year 6
will be taking place 5th & 6th April. There will be an
opportunity to have a look at your child’s work prior to your
meeting with their teacher. We are holding Parents Meetings
for children in our Nursery classes during the daytime on
Tuesday 5th & Wednesday 6th April.

Outdoor Learning Space
This term we have had a visit from our
Foundation Phase advisor; she was
extremely impressed with the outdoor
learning space that has been created. She
said it was inspirational and she would
like to invite other schools to come and
see it.
Once again, huge thanks go to Archie’s
Grandad for making the work benches
and other outdoor furniture.

Electric Scooters
Over the past few weeks there have been a few children coming to
school on electric scooters, please may we remind you that these are
not permitted in school. Thank you for your co-operation.

Lost property
A reminder to please put your child’s name and class on
jumpers and cardigans as children take them off around
the building. We cannot get property back to the right
person if they are not labelled.
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Holiday Requests;
We are receiving numerous requests for holidays at the moment.
Please can we remind you of the potential implications this may
have on your child’s education especially as children have lost so
many days in school due to Covid. Thank you for your
consideration. We are currently reviewing the Holiday Authorisation
Calculation Chart, which will be implemented in September. A copy
of this will be forwarded next term.

School Defibrillator Update
Unfortunately, there is still a delay on this item
due to a shortage of a particular part produced in
America. We are on the waiting list, as soon as it
becomes available in stock we will be notified,
hopefully we will not have to wait too long.

Staff Training
Two members of staff attended Trauma-Informed Schools training which they are able to use during Nurture
sessions. It is based on Draw and Talk therapy for attachment trauma, loss and bereavment. Mrs Wilkes our
Pastoral Support Learning assistant has also been trained in grief recovery and mental health first aid for
children.
The senior management team have recently completed Level 3 Safeguarding Training.

Our Vision, Mission and Core Values
We would like to remind you of our vision, mission and core values for the
school that were developed by the staff children and governors.

Vision: A love of learning

Mission: A place to learn, a place to grow, a place to thrive
Core Values:

Betty Campbell Award
The Betty Campbell Award
recognises individuals, teams
and schools that demonstrate
outstanding awareness of an
inclusive education and
celebrate the contributions of
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic
people to Wales.
We were delighted to have been
nominated for this award and
are thrilled that we have now
been shortlisted for this
prestigious accolade.

Respect, Perseverance, Care, Happiness and Creativity
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A message from Friends of Penyffordd School

FUNDRAISING SUCCESSES!
FOPS are pleased to announce that we will be organising a donation to the school of
£10,000 towards resourcing the outside area, and £1200 for the purchase of new books
COMING UP - SAVE THE DATES
Easter trail - WC 4th April
This will be a free event that will take place on school grounds. All children will receive a
chocolate egg as a gift.
KEEPING INFORMED
FOPS communicates via email, school text and on our private Facebook group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103593539748129
HOW YOU CAN HELP US
We always greatly appreciate all offers of help! This could be: thinking of new ideas, wrapping gifts, asking businesses for prizes,
photocopying etc.
If you can offer any help to FOPS, please get in touch with us via email:
fopscommittee@gmail.com or via Facebook Messenger.
As always, we thank you for your continued support. Please remember that there is no pressure to donate to any activity we run.
Warm wishes,
The FOPS Team
Kayleen, Sarah, Becky, Clare, Miranda and Gill

And finally but very importantly a few notes of ‘Thanks’.
As we are currently facing rising cases of Covid in school this week, I would like to thank
you for helping us to keep everyone as safe as possible.
I would also like to thank all of the staff for their dedication in preparing for the new
curriculum and our outdoor provision. In recent weeks, we have received very positive
feedback recognising their efforts and enthusiasm from advisors from GwE.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
April 2022
8th April

School Closes for Easter

19th April

Nursery Parents will be
informed by Flintshire CC of
their child’s Reception place

25th April

Training Day

26th April

School Re-opens

YSGOL PENYFFORDD
SCHOOL TERM DATES & TRAINING DAYS
2021-2022

School Closes (Easter)
Training Day
School Opens
School Closed (May Day)
School Closes
School Opens
School Closes
Training Day
Training Day
Training Day

Spring Term 2022
Friday
Summer Term 2022
Monday
Tuesday
Monday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

8th April
25th April
26th April
2nd May
27th May
6th June
15th July
18th July
19th July
20th July
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