Spring 1 Newsletter January 2022

Ysgol Penyffordd
To inspire a love of learning, now and forever.
Website: www.ysgolpenyffordd.org
Telephone: 01244 547214

Attendance
If your child is poorly or is,
absent from school, contact the
school office & leave a message
on our answer machine by
8.55am to report the reason for
the absence. Thank you

Dear Parents,

Punctuality

Welcome back to the new term, I hope you enjoyed the festive break

We understand that mornings
can be a busy time in a
household but there are many
children arriving late for school.

and more importantly that you are all safe and well. The staff and I
would like to thank you for your generous Christmas gifts this year
and supporting your children and the school in events that took place
in the last few weeks of term.
It can be quite difficult at this time of year to re-ignite that love of
learning; however, the children have all settled very quickly and have
been kept very busy creating some excellent pieces of work. This
term we have lots to look forward to and share with the children. I
hope you are enjoying seeing some of their work on Seesaw.
As you are aware, the Inset days originally planned for Thursday 6th &
Friday 7th January were changed to Planning days, allowing the staff
to prepare for distance learning. Please note we have re-scheduled
the Inset Days to Friday 18th February and Monday 25th April. During
these 2 days, we will be developing our outdoor space, to enhance the
outdoor learning experience for the children.
Mrs J Mulvey
Headteacher

When children are on time, they
feel part of the beginning of the
school day and are ready and
willing to learn. It is less
disruptive for your child, their
teacher and other pupils in the
class. Please make every effort to
ensure your child is in school no
later than 8.55am. Thank-you
Communication
Effective communication with
you is very important to us. It
ensures everyone feels included
as part of our school. We aim to
do this in a number of ways: Text
messaging service, Seesaw, by
letter, Twitter and our school
website. We also operate an open
door policy where your child’s
teacher is available before and
after school if you have any
concerns.
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What Have We Been Up To?
School Council
The School Council have been working very hard to make
the school a better place, using ideas that come from
everyone in the school.
We have recently introduced a school craft club in the
Gazebo. This was requested by pupils of the school and
will be taking place each day. Whenever a class have
their lunchtime break at the back of the playground, they
are welcome to join. Craft Club only takes place at
lunchtime break. Years 5 and 6 will be the craft club
buddies for the infants - which means volunteers from
those years will be helping with ideas and tidying up.
We have also been setting design competitions for all the
students to enjoy, these include a design for logos to
show the school's vision, the school's mission and one to
promote the "Four Areas" of the new Curriculum for
Wales. Congratulations to Carys for winning that one!

School Dinners
We would like to remind you that all school
dinners should be paid for in advance;
therefore, there should not be any dinner
debt at the end of the week. We appreciate
December can be an expensive month but if
you are struggling to repay the debt, please
contact the school office on 01244 547214.
If you think you may be entitled to free
school, meals please check Flintshire
County Council’s website:
https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/C
ouncil-Tax-and-Benefits-and-Grants/FreeSchool-Meals-and-Uniform-Grants.aspx

Eco-School Council

Let us know when:







There has been change of contact details: If anyone
has been lucky enough to have a new phone for
Christmas, please make sure that the Office has the
details so that we can update our contact systems.
Also if you have any changes to your address or
email details. Thank you.
Changes in medical needs: Has your child been
recently diagnosed with anything that school should
know about? Are they now Asthmatic and require an
Asthma Care Plan? All these things school should be
aware of. If your child requires medication a form
must be completed before school can administer
anything
Changes in circumstances: If you feel there has been
a change within the family, which you think, could
affect your child and we should be aware of. By us
knowing, this helps us to monitor your child and help
if required.

This term the Eco School Council are
focusing on plastics. We are looking at
all plastic use within school and are
currently considering ways in which we
can make a difference by reducing our
usage, for example, laminating items in
classrooms.
We are also checking for litter, in school
and around our surrounding area. The
children are very conscious of the
impact this can have on the
environment and how it looks
esthetically.

Minecraft After School Club
The popular Minecraft after school club began
on Monday 31st January for 3 weeks for
children in Year 1. Details were forwarded to
parents with sessions being booked and paid
for on-line.
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News from Governing Body

A belated happy New Year to you all!
The Governing Body is made up of volunteers, elected or appointed, who give their time to support
the Headteacher and staff in continuing to improve the standard of education and school experience
for all children. We are not involved in the day-to-day running of the school, but we oversee the
strategic direction and leadership. We act as a ‘critical friend,’ asking the difficult questions where
required and monitoring the work of the school. We ensure the necessary policies and procedures
are in place to make Ysgol Penyffordd a safe and healthy environment for all.
Thank you to all families for your continued support of the Covid-19 measures in place. I know Mrs
Mulvey and staff are doing everything possible to ensure the safety of the whole school family. I
would like to thank staff for their flexibility and support over the last few weeks, having to make
adjustments at very short notice. Well done to the children of Ysgol Penyffordd who have shown
great resilience with their learning during these challenging times.
We have held our first Governor meeting of the new year but unfortunately had to revert to doing this
virtually due to the recent rises in Covid-19 numbers.
We welcomed Paul Archer back for another term of office as Parent Governor, after being
unopposed in the recent nominations.
I would like to thank you as parents for your support of the school in many areas such as those who
volunteer with FOPS, it really is appreciated. If you do wish to discuss anything further with me,
please contact me via the school office.

Mark Rothero
Chair of Governors
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E-Safety
With many children receiving new gifts of technology for Christmas, this is a timely reminder to monitor the
settings and content on all devices that children are using at home. Please be aware of our E-Safety Policy:
http://www.ysgolpenyffordd.org/uploads/6/1/2/1/61217277/esafety_policy.pdf
This policy details how we keep children safe when using the internet and mobile technology and considers
their safety during times of learning from home. At school, we emphasize the importance of a safe online
environment and encourage parents and carers to set age-appropriate parental controls on digital devices
and use internet filters to block malicious websites. There are also regular on-line Safety Newsletters on our
school webpage under ‘ICT & Digital Competency.’
Please be aware, that social media sites including Facebook, TikTok, Instagram and Snapchat are not
appropriate for primary aged pupils. Most have an age restriction of 13 due to content, which can be
inappropriate for younger children.
.Criw Cymraeg: - St Dwynwen’s Day
(25th January)
The children celebrated the Welsh
Valentine’s day by doing many different
activities in their classes. The story of
Dwynwen, can be located on the
following website:
https://www.historicuk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/StDwynwens

Techniquest
This week the Infant children have enjoyed a visit from Techniquest. We were
lucky to have the opportunity to have a session in the dome! The children had
practical opportunities to learn all about different types of light, how light travels
and the spectrum of colours in light and they were thoroughly engaged by the
experience.

The Criw are currently discussing ideas
and themes for our St David’s day
celebrations. More information to follow.

Introducing our new Curriculum Logo
We were delighted to receive so many entries for our new curriculum logo. The quality and ideas were amazing; this made the
decision to choose a winner extremely difficult. We are thrilled with the winning entry, which includes the four purposes, inspiring
learners and our school emblem. Well done to Carys in Year 5
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Parking

Period Poverty

Please take care when collecting your child by car. We
appreciate your co-operation by parking considerately
for our neighbours and each other. Although the car
park is locked, please refrain from gaining access via
the car park’s exit which is sign posted as ‘No Entry.’
Children’s safety is paramount at all times.

Flintshire County Council is supporting the
Welsh Government funded initiative to
provide learners with free sanitary
products. Further details can be obtained
via the following website:
https://www.heygirls.co.uk/flintshirehomepa
cks/

Environmentally Friendly
Holiday Requests;
As travel restrictions are lifting, we are
receiving numerous request for holidays.
Whilst we appreciate it is lovely to have a
family holiday and the cost implications of
going during term time, we would like to
remind you of the implications it can also have
on a child’s education. Children have lost so
many days in school due to Covid and the
teaching staff are working tirelessly to
minimize any impact this may have had.
Thank you for your consideration.

The Woodland Trust has planted 50m trees since 1972, over the next 5
years they aim to plant another 50 million through the Big Climate
Fightback. As part of their pledge to achieve this target, The Woodland
Trust has given our school a variety of trees to plant. You may have noticed
the fledgling trees across our site. According to their website, “Native
woods and trees are one of the best way to combat and tackle climate
change and it will help the UK to meet its carbon net zero target.” In
addition, we were presented with some young trees from Newydd after
being entered into in a prize draw for holding a themed day. Thank you to
Newydd for arranging this.

Diolch yn Fawr FOPS
Massive thanks to everyone on the FOPS
committee and to all parents, friends and
families that supported all of the organized
events last term.
There were lots of different activities in the
classes which the children throughly
enjoyed taking part in.

School Defibrillator Update
We have chosen a fully automatic defibrillator for our school, which we are
currently waiting to become available. We are in contact with the supplier,
who has advised it will be the end of March. We will keep you informed.

PC Reeves – Visit
PC Stuart Reeves visited school last week to talk to groups
of children about safe places and safe medicines. The
children were very well behaved and engaged in the
session by asking many good questions.
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WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD SHOWS SYMPTOMS OF COVID

Please note that self-isolation in Wales reduced with effect from Friday 28th January.
Currently we will notify you if we have a positive case of Covid in your child’s class. If we have 2 cases, of
Covid in a class we will notify you and also send home lateral flow tests for the children, if they are over 5.
For children under the age of 5, if they display symptoms a PCR test should be taken.
IF THE TEST IS POSITIVE PLEASE INFORM SCHOOL ASAP. Staff are now undertaking lateral flow
tests 3 times a week.
Guidance is changing constantly. If you need any further clarification, please refer to the Welsh
government website.

Antartic Quest 21
The Antartic Quest 21 expedition commemerates the explorer and leader, Sir Ernest Shackleton in the centenary
year of his final expedition to Antartic . The Junior children have been researching and working on inspirational
people and heroes. Many of the original recorded scientific observations and brought back specimins provided
information on an environment undisturbed by human impact. Little did the early explorers know that they laid the
foundations of Antarctic science that has become so crucial for predicting our future in the age of manmade
climate change some 200 years later. In that spirit, Antarctic Quest 21 celebrates and continues the legacy of Sir
Ernest Shackleton.
The Junior children have been totally engaged with this project and have followed the expedition from its
beginning on 15 December to their completion and homecoming. Added to their interest is that one of the
expedition teaching assistant, Ms Hoekema is known by one of the team http://www.antarcticquest21.com/
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A message from Friends of Penyffordd School

FOPS has many activities planned for the spring term to raise funds for the school and provide fun
opportunities for the children. As always, we are on the lookout for volunteers. Please get in touch on
Facebook or by email (fopscommitee@gmail.com) if you would like to get involved.
We hope the children enjoyed the winter activities and thank you to everyone who took part! Our current
plans for this term are:






Valentine’s Day non uniform day: wear something you love
Sponsored read to celebrate 25th World Book Day (more details to follow)
Grow the tallest Sunflower competition: packs go on sale in March
Mother’s Day gift table
Easter Trail on school grounds

As always, we thank you for your continued support. Please remember there is no pressure to donate
for any activity we run. Feel free to get involved as you see fit.
Remember to follow Friends of Penyffordd School on Facebook for the most up-to-date information.
Best wishes
The FOPS Commitee

And finally but very importantly a few notes of ‘Thanks’.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ali McHugh (OCOI) and his team for
their support and help developing and securing our outdoor areas. We are very
grateful for the donations for our loose parts play too, especially the guttering.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

February 2022
17th February

Break Up for Half Term

18th February

Closing date for New Nursery
(September 2022) Forms

18th February

Training Day

28th February

School Re-opens

March 2022
1st March

Year 6 Parents will be
informed by Flintshire CC of
their child’s secondary place

3rd March

World Book Day

April 2022
8th April

School Closes for Easter

19th April

Nursery Parents will be
informed by Flintshire CC of
their child’s Reception place

25th April

Training Day

26th April

School Re-opens
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YSGOL PENYFFORDD
SCHOOL TERM DATES & TRAINING DAYS
2021-2022

Planning
Planning
School Opens
School Closes (Half Term)
Training Day
School Opens
School Closes (Easter)
Training Day
School Opens
School Closed (May Day)
School Closes
School Opens
School Closes
Training Day
Training Day
Training Day

Spring Term 2022
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Summer Term 2022
Monday
Tuesday
Monday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

6th January
7th January
10th January
17th February
18th February
28th February
8th April
25th April
26th April
2nd May
27th May
6th June
15th July
18th July
19th July
20th July
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